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greater part of their six years of married life, the Prince
had spent most of his time on service away from home.
From camp he had been wont to write to her:—" All in
the world I have is yours "; " Next to God, you are the
one I love best, and if I did not know that your love for
me is the same, I could not be so happy as I am";
" May God give us both the grace to live always in this
affection without any guile." The marriage gave birth
to two children, Philip-William, Count of Buren, after-
wards Prince of Orange, the degenerate, Spaniardised,
son of his father, and Mary, ultimately Countess of
Hohenlohe,1
It would have been contrary to all the ideas and
habits of the age for a young man of princely
rank to remain long single. Orange himself was of
an amorous temperament, keenly alive to the future
of his great name and House; and already, as he
admits and almost boasts, burdened with an expendi-
ture of a million and a half of florins in peace or
war. He regarded a great alliance to be a natural
duty of his rank and position. As he told Philip, his
friends and relations were importunate for him to
marry, considering his youth, and the interests of his
House. On the failure of two previous proposals, the
Prince flung himself with extraordinary vehemence and
1 As widower, Orange formed a connection with Era Eliver,
and by her he had a natural son, Justin of Nassau, born Sep-
tember 1559, who became a famous seaman and bravely seconded
his brother Maurice and Barnereldt in the long struggle. Though
only twenty-five at his father's death, Justin was made Admiral
of Holland and Zeeland ; he took part in many desperate enter-
prises : had an important share in the Dutch support of England
against the Armada; was joined with Barneveldt in his mission
to Henry IV. and to Elizabeth ; and was pronounced by Lord H.
Seymour to be "a man very wise, subtle, and cunning."

